
Session of January of the Conference of
the OING of the Council of Europe

The Conference of the NGIOs of the Council of Europe held its session of winter, 2016 from 25 to 29

January 2016 in Strasbourg. 1

The AEDE was present in the whole session.

The AEDE was represented by Jean-Claude Gonon, representative of the AEDE in the Council of

Europe.

Mrs Heleen Jansen of the Dutch section was also present during the session.

President Silvano Marseglia had to cancel in last minute his participation for grave family reasons.

1. Working groups
In spite of the agenda heavy. ({Http: // www.coe.int/t/ngo/Articles/OING_Calendr ier_2015_2.asp)),

the AEDE was able to be represented in several working groups.

Jean-Claude Gonon participated on Monday, January 25th in the Working groups "Human rights and

co-development" (Human Rights commission) ) and "climate change and human rights"

Democracy, Social Cohesion and Global Challenges Committee)); he animated the group "Europe-

Méditerranée" ( Democracy, Social Cohesion and Global Challenges Committee). This workgroup

(Cf. report) dedicated the main part of its work to the analysis of the Open letter sent by the

President of the conference of the OING of the Council of Europe to the ambassadors representatives

member states of Council of Europe. (Cf. Anna Rurka's letter).

On Tuesday, January 26th, he participated in the GT " History teaching (Education and Culture

Committee)" where he presented the document "Commemoration 14-18" as example of

pluriperspectivité in the approach of an event having made history of the whole Europe.

On Thursday, January 28th, he participated in the workgroup "Hate Speech Eradication" (Human

Rights commission) during whom Laurent Munyandilikirwa, lawyer and former president of the

League of human rights in Rwanda, defender of human rights, showed the weight of the vocabulary

of hatred in the genesis of the genocide in Rwanda.

2. Committees2

a. Education and Culture Committee (on Tuesday, January 26th)

(http: // www.coe.int/fr/web/ingo/thematic-committees #

education)
The Education and Culture Committee chose to organize its work in two phases:

1You will find at the following address https: // go.coe.int / cTeko Press Releases of January 29th, 2016.

2You will find in a few weeks on the site http: // www.coe.int/fr/web/ingo/thematic-commit tees # the detailed

reports of 3 commissions.



1. M. Thierry CURIALE, of the Orange Company, presented a presentation on the theme: "the

learning has the era of networks" and highlighted the true educational revolution that

represents at the same time the digital technology and the raid of networks in the world of

training and education.

Monsieur Rui GOMES, of the Council of Europe, presented the "Movement No in the Hatred"

and the commitment against the speech of hatred on the Internet and the social networks.

2. A debate with the assembly allowed the speakers to answer the demands of the NGO. 3

b. Democracy, Social Cohesion and Global Challenges

Committees.

(On Wednesday, January 27th)

http: // www.coe.int/fr/web/ingo/thematic-commit tees #

democracy

http: // www.democracy-coe.org/
Three big themes structured the meeting of this Commission.

1. The action of the Committeein the Council of Europe and in the Bourget during the COP¨21

 Side vent Conference of the parliamentary OING / ASSEMBLED of the Council of
Europe "Towards an ambitious agreement at the top of Paris" (Council of Europe, in
September, 2015)

 Side vent "Citizens and local powers: a common schedule in front of climate",
presentation by Anne-Marie CHAVANON, President of the commission

 Side vent "Climate and human rights: focus on the urban space" presentation by
Karl DONERT, Vice-president of the commission

 The role of the civil society presentation by Edith WENGER, delegate of the
European Environment Office (GAPES), initiator of the Workgroup “Climate change
and Human rights “

2. Migrations towards and through Europe, an unbearable humanitarian crisis

 Open letter of the President of the Conference of the OING to the Delegates of the
Secretaries of the Council of Europe presentation by Anna Rurka

 Interventions of:
 Jean-Claude GONON, coordinator of the Workgroup Europe the

Mediterranean Sea (Cf. document herewith)
 Daniel GUERY, representative of the MIAMSI, the organizer of a colloquium

to Pozzallo (Sicily) "the Mediterranean Sea: a road in the sea; Mass
migration, cultures, religions"

 Testimony of the representative of the CIMADE (French NGO of help and
welcome of the refugees)

 Testimony of an Iraqi political refugee in France

3The interventions and the visual mediums will be soon available on the site http: //

www.coe.int/fr/web/ingo/thematic-commit teess # education



3. Introduction to the colloquium Health of the session of June, 2016

The sanitary and medical and social coverage: an economic challenge and of public health, a stake for

the social cohesion. What tools to propose in Europe?

 Exposed of:
 Thierry Mathieu, Public health inspector general, Vice-president of the

Committee, coordinator of the working group on Health economy
 Michel BALLEREAU, President of the Strategic Planning Committee on

Health and Social action for the French national organization for
standardization (AFNOR), Advisor to the President of the Noble Age Group
and Anne-Marie GALLOT, MD, Public Health Inspector general ,

c. Human Rights Committee (on Thursday, January 28th)

http: // www.coe.int/fr/web/ingo/thematic-commit tees # hr
After the interventions of Sabine Rohmann, President of the Commission education and culture, and

of Anne-Marie Chavanon, President of the Commission democracy, social cohesion and world stakes,

which quickly evoked the issues handled during the meetings of their respective committees being

partly a matter of the expertise of the Commission Human Rights, the key points of the meeting were

introduced by the presentations of:

 Emergent technologies and human rights
Laurence Lwoff, Head of the Bioethics Unit, Secretary to the Bioethics Committee of
the Council of Europe (DH-BIO) highlighted the ethical questions put by the
development of the nanotechnologies and the search in bioethics.

 The data protection
Loredana Tassone, European Bars Federation (FBE)

 The fight against racism and intolerance
Miléna Santerini, General Rapporteur on combating racism and intolerance,
Committee on Equality and Non-Discrimination of the Parliamentary Assembly and
coordinator of the No Hate Parliamentary Alliance

3. Meeting of the Conference of INGOs
Both key points of the Conference of the INGOs chaired by Madam Anna Rurka:

 The Exchange of views with the permanent Representatives of member states with
the Council of Europe on strengthening of the role of INGOs at the Council of
Europe, introduced by Mrs Ambassador Astrid Helle, Permanent Representative of
Norway to the Council of Europe and Chair of the Ministers’ Deputies Rapporteur
Group on Democracy (GR-DEM)

 The Exchange of views with the General Secretary of the Council of Europe, M.
Thorbjørn Jagland.

Madam Anna Rurka, president of the conference reported her fact-finding visits in Moldova and in

Bulgaria, with the cooperation of NGO and with the participation of NGOs and authorities from these

countries.

Jean-Claude Gonon

Representative of the AEDE in the Council of Europe
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Draft  

Open letter to the Deputies of the Ministers of the Council of Europe concerning migration  

 

Dear Ambassadors, 

The humanitarian crisis currently affecting Council of Europe member states is 
unprecedented. I use the term “humanitarian crisis” intentionally as it is not a “migrant crisis”. It is 
a crisis involving countries which are at war or suffering from serious economic problems, 
countries of transit and countries which are taking in the thousands of migrants who have left their 
homeland. 

Following the meeting that I held in Brussels on 21 September 2015 with the INGOs 
working with and for migrants, I decided to send you this open letter to share with you the expert 
opinions of the INGOs present and represented at the meeting and to make a number of proposals 
concerning the action that these INGOs are prepared to take. 

At the meeting on 21 September, our attention focused on the distinction that is made 
between the status of refugee and that of migrant, as they do not give access to the same rights. 
In the opinion of the INGOs represented at the meeting, the term “refugee” should not be applied 
only to persons recognised as such by governments. A refugee could very well be a migrant who 
has not yet been granted refugee status. The INGOs note that migrants from sub-Saharan Africa 
and Syria, for example, are not treated in the same way. As a result, there appear to be two 
categories of migrants: “good” and “bad”. This is, by its very nature, a form of discrimination. My 
remarks therefore mainly concern all migrants who have not yet been granted either refugee 
status or the right to permanent residence in the host country. 

In these introductory remarks I would also like to underline the fact that the positions taken 
by the NGOs and their attitudes are the outcome of practical knowledge of the needs of the 
migrant population acquired on the ground and not of the migration policies adopted by member 
states.  

Ambassadors, 

Ø We are witnessing a lack of co-ordination in managing the influx of migrants. The fact that 
there is no safe way in which they can reach Europe has increased the number of victims. 
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Moreover, certain security measures taken by various governments (such as barbed wire 
fences to keep migrants out) are disproportionate and dangerous for the population. 
Ø We are witnessing family tragedies as a result of the Dublin III Regulation. As migrants 

cannot choose the country in which they wish to apply for asylum, they are separated from 
members of their family and from the links that could support them when confronted with 
the inadequate social and medical services provided by the host country 

Ø We are witnessing the detention of unaccompanied minors and of families with children. 
Medical examinations to identify the age of children, which are known to be unreliable and 
disproportionate, intrusive and humiliating, continue to be prescribed, despite the fact that 
a growing number of health professionals refuse to carry out such examinations for 
migration screening purposes. 

Ø We are witnessing human rights violations among illegal migrants. They do not dare to 
seek healthcare and live in the country for several years before making use of the services 
offered by Doctors of the World. The vast majority of migrants suffering from chronic 
illnesses are unaware of their illness before coming to Europe.  

Ø We are witnessing migrants being held in administrative detention for prolonged periods 
as a direct consequence of lengthy asylum procedures. 

Ø We are witnessing a failure to comply with the principle of adversarial hearings in 
proceedings for the granting of refugee status. Many migrants do not have access to a 
lawyer. The NGOs authorised to intervene in detention centres are the only ones who 
inform migrants of their rights. 

Ø We are witnessing an increase in migration-related crime, both where migrants and the 
persons helping them are concerned.  

Ø We are witnessing the ill-treatment of professionals who go beyond what is expected of 
them in order to meet the basic needs of the people for whom they are responsible. 
Working conditions prevent social workers from carrying out the tasks with which they 
have been entrusted and which entail a more long-term process of integration of the 
individuals concerned. Sometimes they are even forbidden to help illegal migrants, 
something which in other countries would be considered failing to render assistance to a 
person in danger.  

Ø We are witnessing a European migration policy which leads to greater exclusion and 
consequently reinforces the trafficking in human beings it is supposed to prevent.  

The NGOs are an irreplaceable resource and key players in Council of Europe member states. It 
is impossible for me in this letter to list everything that they do and all the other things they could 
do. However, they cannot be effective without the necessary resources and freedom of action.  

On this subject, I would like to draw your attention to several conditions which 
governments must meet at national, regional and local level to guarantee NGOs’ success on the 
ground: 

Ø A wide range of funding sources is a factor of democratic pluralism and NGOs need such 
funding to be able to take action at the grassroots (in host countries and the countries of 
origin). Nevertheless we have seen that in some member states the public money with 
which NGOs organise and set up services for the population does not guarantee the 
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political freedom to influence the government’s political strategies. We believe it is 
essential that public funds earmarked for NGOs also finance their advocacy work.  
 

Ø It is essential that there be NGOs set up by migrants themselves proposing direct and 
indirect support to new arrivals. 

 
Ø The services provided by NGOs should not be a substitute for the governments’ duty to 

guarantee access to rights, even if, in the absence of a response by the public authorities, 
certain INGOs support migrants in their efforts by extending their own missions.  

 
Ø Every person’s right to international mobility must be recognised. Such mobility entails the 

right to travel, study and work anywhere in the world. Encouraging mobility not only has 
many educational outcomes but is also a way of improving the distribution of wealth 
between North and South. 

Citizen mobilisation to facilitate the reception of migrants is to a large extent the outcome 
of the action taken by members of local, regional and national NGOs. The more the inhabitants 
of our towns and villages and policy-makers themselves express reservations with regard to the 
reception of refugees, the more such mobilisation will be necessary. The NGOs firmly believe 
that, together, we must resist the suggestion that the refugee crisis is creating security, economic, 
religious or cultural problems. Instead we must support actions that underline the unconditional 
value of human beings and help communities to rise to these challenges. 

The INGOs which have participatory status with the Council of Europe and the INGOs which 
attended the meeting in Brussels on 21 September today ask you to have the political courage to 
find a pan-European response that respects the rights of each individual, irrespective of his or her 
status, a response that is consistent with the European Convention on Human Rights and 
Fundamental Freedoms and the European Social Charter.  

Human rights must be at the heart of the high-level discussions on migration and of the action 
taken on the ground. Tackling the causes of migration is essential to bring an end to this 
unprecedented humanitarian crisis.  

As President of the Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe, I undertake to mobilise the 
INGOs to take the necessary measures to respond to the massive arrival of migrants, in particular 
in the areas identified in my consultations with the INGOs, i.e. improving the conditions in which 
migrants are catered for, giving them access to fair asylum procedures, introducing alternatives 
to the detention of migrant children and ensuring their protection. 

I therefore ask the Committee of Ministers to give ALL Council of Europe bodies the necessary 
resources to enable them to take effective and significant action to overcome this crisis and to 
facilitate the integration of the migrants into our European societies. Thank you for your attention. 

Anna Rurka 

 



Workshop "Europe-Mediterranean"
Contribution to the meeting of the Democracy, Social Cohesion and Global
Challenges Committee of January 27th, 2016

The Workshop met twice in 2015 and Monday, January 25th, 2016.

From our first meeting, we considered that the increase of the migratory flow caused by the

degradation of the political and economic situation on south banks of the Mediterranean

Sea and in Africa, imposed to concentrate our reflection on the conditions of the migration

and on the welcome of the migrants and the refugees.

We refused to try to know if these massive migrations were an opportunity or a disaster for

Europe: they are a fact, a reality which places Europe and our NGIOs at the foot of the wall.

Only an European answer, leaning on the constituent values of the Council of Europe, the

respect for the rights of every person, the democracy, the rule of law and on whole the

Charters and Conventions adopted by the Council of Europe, is today relevant and

susceptible to protect the peace and the unity in Europe.

That is why, Mrs President, we welcomed with enjoyment this letter, strong, committed,

brave , sent to the representatives of the member states of the Council of Europe, resting on

the field experience of the NGO which, in a specific or incidental way, are brought to act

beside the migrant and taken refuge populations.

We welcomed him with pride, because it is the role of the organized civil society to question

to the politics on the concrete application of the principles that they proclaim.

Within the workshop, we also emphasized, on Monday, that the Conference of the NGIOs of

the Council of Europe was doubtless the only democratic structure where such a questioning

of the governments of our States was possible.

We receive him as a road map, an invitation to put in coherence the whole reflections which

contribute to light this question, complex and dangerous for the unity of Europe. We shall be

made the diffusers with our NGIOs, at first, but also with our interlocutors of the other

pillars of the Council of Europe.

Almost all the departures for the exile are forced departures. Thus the Workgroup approves

without reserve the priority given to the welcome, regardless of eligibility in any status. In

the face of the gravity of the situation, it is impossible to rank the priorities and to define

criteria of welcome: any consideration which would aim at bringing into conflict the poor

natives and the migrants or at categorizing the migrants according to their origins, the color

of the skin or their religion, would be unbearable and a violation shows of the European

convention of protection of Human Rights and the fundamental Liberties.



Thus the workshop approves the proposal that protection of their fundamental rights is

assured to all.

He is anxious, nevertheless, to underline that, for the moment and before are possibly

renegotiated international conventions, these should be quite ratified and applied, what is

far from being the case today He emphasize that it is urgent to allow people, having

had to leave everything in particularly difficult conditions and which already live the trauma

of the exile, to overcome the fear which paralyzes them and to facilitate so their insertion in

the community of welcome.

At present, our communities make "without papers", without legal existence, without licit

income, desocialized … To give them a legal existence is a way to fight against the traffic of

the human beings and the exploitation of the poverty of the exiles by the mafias and avoid,

maybe, events such as those of the New Year's Day in Köln.

Within our NGIOs and in the workshop, other questions were put, settle or will settle that

we shall have to deepen:

 The integration in our communities involves regulatory measures, but especially

implication of the local actors and of the whole population: gold we are confronted

on the way up everywhere in Europe by the populist movements and with the

speeches of rejection. How to avoid feeding them?

 The integration involves that each joins an attitude of mutual respect for the rights of

other and duties and obligations of the life in society.

To answer such a humanitarian crisis, too much State turn to only security solutions which

endanger the respect for Human Rights and rule of law. We have to assert that if the duty to

assure the safety of all the citizens is an essential mission of the State, the respect for the

common values on which Europe built itself is an essential prerequisite.

It will oblige us, doubtless, to deepen our reflection on reports between the intervention of

public authorities and those NGO, in particular on the political independence of the NGO,

financed by their governments for missions of public service.

Strasbourg, 29 février 2016

Jean-Claude Gonon
European Association of Teachers

Coordinator of the Workshop "Europe Mediterranean"
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