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Teaching file




Research and presentation

. 

Czech Republic

Europe, here we are!
What are you going to do?

Your school is to take part in an exchange programme with a school in Prague. You will be involved but, before going there, you need to find out something about the country, the population and their style of living. You also have heard about the Unesco protection sites, and  the beautiful capital Prague with its unrivalled richness of architectural styles.  With your class you will make some wall tiles using images of the Czech Republic as a present for the school. You have to make the designs and later on the tiles will be produced. The Internet will help you in your search for information about this new member of the EU. 

How will you proceed?

· Watch the DVD sequence on the Czech Republic (clip 2)

· Follow the instructions: Read, Log on, Search for and Follow-up.

Watch

· Watch the sequence about  the Czech Republic. (clip 2)

· If necessary look at the film clip again.

Read

The Czech Republic is a rather large, land-locked country with a very interesting history. It has a booming economy, which would seem to promise a good future for its people. Prague, the capital, is a beautiful city visited by many tourists. There are some other very interesting villages, such as Pilsen, Ceske Budejovice and Tabor.  Pilsener beer is named after the village of Pilsen. Near Ceske Budejovice is a beautiful village, Českŷ Krumlov, a Unesco Heritage site. 

The Czech Republic is also famous for it’s glassware and ‘art nouveau’. The Czech Republic has much more to offer than the beauty of its capital and its villages. We must not forget to mention some famous artists and scientists such as Comenius, Dvorak, and Kafka. 

Sport is very popular and there are many famous sportsmen and women like Martina Navratilova and Ivan Lendl.  

The country has cold, snowy winters and warm, pleasant summers.

.

Log on

Go to the following sites

· www.google.com    
Czech Republic art nouveau

· www.google.com    
Czech Republic + Comedies

· www.google.com 
Czech Republic +Unison protection

· www.czechtourism.com
· www.psp.cz
· www.lonelyplanet.com/worldguide/destinations/europe/czech-republic
· www.czso.cz
· www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czech_Republic
· www.vlada.cz
· http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/czech/
· www.czechsite.com/index.shtml
Search for information about

· The history of the capital

· The ‘Prague Spring’.

· Comedies.

· Art nouveau and the work of Mucha

· UNESCO protection sites 

· Budweiser beer

· Names and pictures of famous artists and scientists

· The flag

Follow up

What to do next

· Your group has decided to give a present to the school you are going to visit.  It is a new school and you decide to make some tiles to decorate a wall in the hall. You will need to make drawings before you can make the tiles.  To make these drawings you need a lot of information. 

· Collect all kinds of information about the Czech Republic by Internet. Try to make designs for wall tiles that reflect some aspects of the country, its history, culture and art.

· Try to make your designs fit in their environment by including references to things you have discovered. Make a variety of designs to reflect the things you have found out.  Try to include at least one using the colours of the Czech flag.
Presentation

Make a display of your designs to show to the rest of your own school. Your designs should be the same size as actual wall tiles. Do not make them too big or too cluttered. Remember that they will be seen from a distance. Try to make them clear and distinctive. You might like to try designing your tiles on the computer using a drawing programme.

Materials

· DVD Coming Home to Europe 

· DVD player

· Computer with access to internet

· Paper, pencils and colouring material
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